HIGH CLASS FIELD FOR 2008 M DONNELLY ALL IRELAND POC FADA

The M Donnelly All Ireland Poc Fada Final which takes place this coming
Saturday the 2nd of August on Annaverna Mountain Ravensdale County Louth
boasts a high quality range of hurlers and 2007 Champion Tipperary goalkeeper
Brendan Cummins will have quite a job to hold onto his title. Brendan holds
the 5km Course Record with 48 pocs returns to the Mountain and he will be
highly fancied to take the title, however 1999 and 2001 Champion current
Waterford manager Davy Fitzgerald will also hope to have a say on the
destination of the Corn Setanta, which is given to the All Ireland Champion along
with their All Ireland medal. Interestingly Munster Poc Fada Champion Adrian
Power from Waterford will be taking on his manager and the outcome of that
personal duel will be worth waiting for. Runner up to Adrian in thhe Munster Poc
Fada Brendan Mc Namara, no stranger to the mountain course always comes
to Annaverna quietly confident. Ulster Poc Fada Champion Graham Clarke will
be endeavoring to claim this All Ireland title for a first time. The Down
goalkeeper has gone so close on quite a few occasions. Leinster Champion
Shane O Connor of Offaly visits the mountain again and he no doubt will have
benefited from his previous experience. Galways John Garett. Dan McAuliffe,
a member of the Milwaukee Hurling Club in the USA participates in the event.
This marks the first time that an American-born player will be competing in this
top GAA hurling contest. Dan is sure to attract a lot of attention and the hurler is
determined to challenge for honours. Ruairi Convery from Derry also makes his
first visit to the mountain as does Dublins Fintan O Brien, both hurlers being
runners up in their Provincial deciders. Galway's James Skehill finally makes it
to the mountain after having had to cry off at the last moment on two previous
occasions. Damien Fitzhenry Wexford former all star and all Ireland winning
goalkeeper makes a welcome return to the mountain.

M Donnelly All Ireland Camogie Poc Fada

The M Donnelly al Ireland Camogie Poc Fada Contest will aso take place on the day
and Carlows Lyndsey Condel returns to the Annaverna Mountain and the 2007
Champion renews rivalry with Water fords Patricia Jackmanwho she defeated last year
by a matter of yards. Galway senior player Susan Ear ner takes on the mountain for the
first time as does Aideen Mullan from Derry. Crossmaglen club player Geraldine
Daly flies the flag for Armagh whilst Orla Mc Kenna represents the host county
Louth. Yvette Cully from Westmeath will take on the moutain for the first time. She
is expected to make a strong showing.



RESULTS
ROLL OF HONOUR

1961 Vincent Godfrey [ Luimneach]

1962 Ollie Walsh [Cill Chainnigh]

1963 Three Way Tie Ollie Walsh [Cill Chainnaigh] Tom Geary [Port Lairge] Dinny Donnelly [An
Mhi]

1964 Oliver Goff [Cill Chainnigh]

1965 Dennis Murphy [Corcaigh]

1966 Fionbarr O Neill [Corcaigh]

1967 Fionnbar O Neill [Corcaigh]

1968 Fionbarr O Neill [Corcaigh]

1969 Liam Tobin [Port Lairge]

1970 —1980 Competition Suspended
1981 Pat Hartigan [Luimneach]

1982 Gerry Goodwin [Tir Eoghain]

1983 Pat Hartigan [Luimneach]

1984 Ger Cunnigham [ Corcaigh]

1985 Ger Cunningham [ Corcaigh]

1986 Ger Cunningham [Corcaigh]

1987 Ger Cunningham [Corcaigh]

1988 Ger Cunningham [Corcaigh]

1989 Ger Cunningham [Corcaigh]

1990 Ger Cunningham [Corcaigh]

1991 Tommy Quaid [Luimneach]

1992 Albert Kelly [Uibh Fhaili]

1993 Albert Kelly [Uibh Fhaili]

1994 Michael Shaughnessy [Gaillimh]
1995 Michael Shaughnessy [Gaillimh]
1996 Michael Shaughnessy [Gaillimh]
1997 Colin Byrne [Cill Mhantain]

1998 Albert Kelly [Uibh Fhaili]

1999 David Fitzgearld [An Clar]

2000 Colin Byrne [Cill Mhantain]

2001 Albert Shanahan [Luimneach]

2002 Davy Fitzgerald [An Clar]

2003 Paul Dunne [An Lu]

2004 Brendan Cummins [Tiobraid Aran] - 48 pocs new record
2005 Albert Shanahan [Luimneach]
2006 Brendan Cummins [ Tiobraid Aran}
2007 Brendan Cummins [ Tiobraid Aran}

CAMOGIE POC FADA

2004 Stephanie Gannon [Gaillimh]
2005 Denise Lynch [Clar]

2006 Mary Henry {larmhi}

2007 Lindsey Condell (Ceatharlach)

COMOTAS BEIRTE
All Ireland Poc Fada Pairs Contest

1983 Joe Shortt (Armagh) Tommy Quaid (Limerick)
1984 Justin McCarthy (Cork) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)



1985 Ger Cunningham (Cork) Donal O'Brien (New York)

1986 John Kelly (Offaly) Tommy Quaid (Limerick)

1987 Des Donnelly (Antrim) Christy Ryan (Clare)

1988 Vincent Moore (Kildare) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)
1989 John Conway (Kerry) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway )
1990 Des Donnelly (Antrim) Tommy Quaid (Limerick)

1991 Tommy Quaid (Limerick) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)
1992 Michael Shaughnessy (Galway) Albert Kelly (Offaly)

1993 David Fitzgerald (Clare) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)
1994 Johnny Masterson (Meath) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)
1995 Liam Shinners (Tipperary) Michael Shaughnessy (Galway)
1996 Paul Dunne (Louth) Niall Linnane (Galway)

1997 Colm Byrne (Wicklow) Kevin Coulter (Down)

1998 Seamus McMullan (Antrim) David Fitzgerald (Clare)

1999 lan Scallan (Wexford) Brendan Cummins (Tipperary)

2000 Ritchie Burke (Galway) Christy O'Connor (Clare)

2001 Liam Shinners (Tipperary) Albert Shanahan (Limerick)
2002 Graham Clark (Down) David Fitzgerald (Clare)

2003 Paul Dunne (Louth) Tom Finn (Wicklow)

2004 Brendan Cummins (Tipperary) & Albert Shanahan (Liimerick)
2005 David Fitzgerald (Clare) & Damien Fitzhenry (Wexford)
2006 Brendan Cummins (Tipperary) & Eoin Kelly (Tipperary)
2007 Pat Mulanny (Laois) Shane O Connor (Offaly)

M DONNELLY ALL IRELAND POC FADA 2008
Poc Fada Craobh na hEireann

Hurlers

Brendan Mc Namara Clare

Brendan is back again for another attempt at this All Ireland title. The Munster Poc Fada champion should
bein finefettle for this 2008 contest.

Adrian Power Waterford
Adrian back on the mountain as Munster Poc Fada Champion will no doubt be quietly confident that he can
challenge for the All Ireland title.

Shane O Connor Offaly

Shane makes his second appearance on the mountain and put in aterrific display last year. That experience
will bno doubt stand him in good stead

Fintan O Brien Dublin

ThisisFintansfirst trip to the mountain, however the Dublin hurler is expected to make a bold attempt.
He will be determined to make a strong showing



Dan McAuliffe, Milwaukee USA

.Dan McAuliffe, is amember of the Milwaukee Hurling Club in the USA .This marks the first time that an
American-born player will be competing in thistop GAA hurling contest. Dan is sure to attract alot of
attention and the hurler is determined to challenge for honours.

James Skehill Galway

James a goal keeper visits the moutain for the first time. He was to participate in this event on two other
occasions but had to cry off due to last minute hitches. He will no doubt be up for the task in hand as he
tackles this 5km course.

Graham Clarke Down

Graham the current Ulster Poc Fada champion and holder of the Fr PGl Mac Seain trophy has been over the
past few years aregular contestant in this great hurling contest. He again will be amongst the fancied
hurlers.

Ruairi Convery Derry

Ruairi appears at the Poc Fada here on Annavernafor the first time. The Derry hurler like all other first
time contestants will hope to ensure that hisfirst visit is avictorious one.

Davy Fitzgerald Clare

The holder of two Poc Fadatitles Davy has always been agreat supporter of this unique hurling contest.
The All-star goalkeeper and current Waterford manager will be fancied to be up amongst the front-runners
for this 2008 All Ireland Contest.

Brendan Cummins Tipperary

Brendan the Tipperary goalkeeper, is the reigning champion and is hoping to make it threein arow. Heis
in good stead and relishes the challenge of this mountain course. Brendan has been a great friend to this
event and aworthy champion

John Garett Galway

The Galway hurler faces aformidable task on hisfirst visit to the tough 5km mountain course. John will no
doubt be determined to challenge for honours.

Damien Fitzhenry Wexford

Damien makes awelcome return to the mountain and he should make a strong showing in this All Ireland
event



M DONNELLY ALL IRELAND CAMOGIE POC FADA 2008
Geraldine Daly Armagh
OrlaMcKenna Louth
Lyndsey Condell 2007 Champion Carlow
Susan Earner Galway
Patricia Jackman Waterford
Aideen Mullan Derry

Y vette Cully Westmeath

M Donnelly All Ireland Under 16

Eamon Murphy (Dunhill) Wasterford
Conor Cox (St Patricks) Wicklow
Jonathan Daly (Clarenbridge) Galway
Christopher Convery Derry



PRESS RELEASE

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ellen Burmeister, Milwaukee Hurling Club

414-357-7271 OR 414-795-2898

OR terrier@earthlink.net

MHC Member Makes History as First American Selected for All-Ireland

"Poc Fada"

MILWAUKEE, WI - - - A Milwaukee athlete is on the verge of an historic first: Dan McAuliffe, a
member of the Milwaukee Hurling Club, has been selected to participate in one of Ireland's most
popular and prestigious sporting events — the "Poc Fada" ("long puck [hit]" in Irish) on August 2,

2008. This marks the first time that an American-born player will be competing in this cross-
country version of Ireland's signature sport.

In its usual form, hurling is a team sport played on a field or "pitch" slightly larger than a soccer
field. Grouped in teams of 15, the players use a curved stick made of ash (a hurley) to move a

baseballsized sliothar (pronounced "slitter") down the field.

The Poc Fadatakes the sport to an individu al level. Beginning in the town of Annaverna, Ireland,
twelve invited competitors must "puck” a sliotar with a hurley along a course that runs a little more
than five kilometers over the Cooley Mountains. An Corn Cuailgne ("The Cooley Cup") is
awarded to the player who takes the lowest number of hits. Featuring a field of hurling's "All
Stars" from the best teams in Ireland, the competition garners a great deal of television and press
coverage every year.

The event, which has taken place annually since 1961, is currently sponsored by M Donnelly &

Co. Ltd., Ireland's leading distributor of Milwaukee Power Tools. M Donnelly has also been a



strong supporter of the MHC, and will once again be a sponsor of the club's Youth League trip to
Ireland in spring of 20 09.

"As far as being the first American to compete, I'm thrilled and honored to represent Milwaukee,"
McAuliffe says. "I believe being invited reflects that Milwaukee has made a name for itself in the
hurling world, not only for its introduction of the sport to a broad American audience but also its

level of skill."

Training has presented a bit of a challenge for Dan, as Wisconsin is a little short on mountains.
However, he has been improvising by running up the larger hills in our area, and is being assisted

by an ad hoc training "team" of proud colleagues from the Milwaukee Hurling Club.

About the Milwaukee Hurling Club

Founded in 1996 by a group of locals who were inspired by a friend who had seen the game in
Ireland, the MHC has since attracted attention and respect throughout the world for its growth and
support of the sport. In the last two years alone, the club has been honored with founding
member Dave Olson wining the Gaelic Athletic Association's Presidents Award in Ireland,
NAGAA championships for Junior B Hurling and Junior Camoige teams, the youth league's first
trip to Ireland, and GAA President Nicky Brennan's visit to Milwaukee.

A unigue mix of aggression, speed, grace, and skill, hurling is a team sport played on a field or
"pitch" slightly larger than a soccer field. Grouped in teams of 15, the players use a curved stick

made of ash (a hurley) to move a baseball-sized sliothar (pronounced "slitter") down the field.

Three points are awarded for hitting the ball through a goal, and one point is awarded for sending
it through the uprights mounted on either side of the goal.

With membership now approaching 250 men, women, and children, the Milwaukee Hurling Club

holds weekly practices and Sunday games throughout the summer at Brown Deer Park.

Full schedules as well as more information on the game and the Milwaukee Hurling Club can be

found on their website at www.hurling.net.

PHOTOGRAPHS AND AN MHC MED IA KIT AREALSO AVAILABLE.

PLEASE CONTACT ELLEN BURMEISTER AT TERRIER@EARTHLINK.NET




Milwaukee Hurling Club

A nonprofit organization. Donations always welcome!
P.O. Box 1043

Milwaukee, WI 53201

USA

414-297-9490 (Hurler's Hotline)

www.hurling.net




